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PART II.-REVIEWS.

Psychologie Naturelle. , Etude sur les FacultÃ©sIntellectuelles et
Morales dans leur Etat Normal et dans leur Manifestations
Anomales chez les AliÃ©nÃ©set chez les Criminels. Par PEOS-
PEKDESPINE,M.D. 3 Vols., 1868.

THIS important work, which, is in three large and well
printed volumes, may be divided naturally into two parts,
the aim of the first part being the study of the mental facul
ties, of the elements of reason and freewill ; the second part
treating of abnormal psychologyâ€”of the different forms of
insanity, and of the mental state of criminals. The author
aspires to prove, in the first part, that the principle of moral
judgment and of freewill lies in the moral sense ; and to
demonstrate, in the second part, that criminals are deprived
of this facultyâ€”that they are psychically incomplete beings.

The survey made of the intellectual and moral faculties is
brief, lucid, and very readable ; and although some might be
apt to think it not very profound, that is a fault in
herent in the character of the philosophy. It is, in fact, a
summary of the so-called common sense psychology of Reid
and Dugald Stewart, without any notice of what has been
done since to develope, modify, or supersede that philosophy.
French writers generally appear to be somewhat behind hand,
at the present time, in appreciation, if not in knowledge,
of the latest tendencies of psychological enquiries ; and we
think that Dr. Despine, with whose aims we sympathise,
would have furnished a better starting point for his observa
tions and reflections, had he come down lower than Dugald
Stewart, and incorporated in his psychological preamble the
results of modern physiological studies of mind. After all,
this is not the age in which we care to be told that the
Creator, having wished or designed that man should do this
or that, has implanted in him this or that instinct to do it.
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It may be so, but it is quite certain neither Dr. Despine nor
any one else can undertake to discover the design of the
Creator; and that we, when we have such information given
us, know no more than we did before. No doubt it is in the
purpose of creation that certain so-called moral instincts
should be developed in man ; but the acknowledgment of the
truth does not release us from the necessity of tracing the
origin and formation of them in a positive scientific spirit.
In doing this, we shall get at better foundations for a true
psychology than by the assumption or assertion of an instinct
whenever it seems to be required.

Passing from this part of the work, we come next to a
rapid sketch of the instinctive faculties in diiferent races of
men, and in different sexes and ages. One conclusion come
to is that every attempt to modify by education alone the
essentially incomplete instinctive nature of inferior racesâ€”
and consequently their tastes, inclinations, desires, and man
nersâ€”will either produce no result at all, or only the most
superficial results. To obtain a lasting effect, it is necessary
to modify the organism by favouring matrimonial alliances
with superior races through several generations. In fact, to
level up the negro, we must level down the superior race ; by
how much we pull the one up, by so much pulling the other
down. The question arises whether the result is worth the
cost; whether it is wise or even warrantable to degrade
superior in order to exalt inferior material ; whether it were
not better that the lower race should die out, and leave the
carrying onward of the line of humanity to the higher race.
The question is a large and wide reaching one, and we can
not discuss it now ; it simply brings us to the problem of the
relation of the two great laws which operate in the progress
of humanityâ€”the Darwinian law of natural selection, by
which the strong crushes out the weak in the struggle for
existence, and the moral law of Christianity, by which a fal
len brother is raised up, comforted, and helped on his way.
Certain it is that the grandeur of the fundamental principle
of the Christian doctrine has never been brought out into
such prominence and distinctness as by its contrast with the
law which Mr. Darwin has with so much sagacity discovered
and so clearly enunciated.

Touching the moral sense, the author lays down the pro
position that the knowledge of good and evil proceeds from
an innate instinctive faculty, and is not a purely speculative
product of the reflective faculty. He sets forth the usual
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facts and arguments in support of this view, at considerable
length, quoting in approbation several passages from Eeid.
But he makes no mention of the close and exact analytical
investigations of the nature and function of the moral sense
which have been lately made, both by the advocates of the
utilitarian philosophy and by those who oppose it ; nor does
he refer to the theory of the origin of the moral sense as an
acquisition by the race in the course of its evolution, which
is now inherited as an instinct by the well constituted brain
of the individual. It is quite possible that a moral instinct
may be innate in a well-born person now, and yet have been
gradually acquired in the course of the development of the
race, not otherwise than as the young fox or young dog
observably inherits, as an instinct, the special cunning which
the foxes and dogs that have gone before it have had to win
by hard experience. To have taken into consideration, and
even to have adopted, this theory, would have been in accord
ance with the spirit of Dr. Despine's book, for it indicates
something like a scientific explanation of the unquestionable
absence of the moral sense in certain degenerate beings.
Notwithstanding this want of thoroughness, however, there
is much that is instructive in the author's account of the
operations of what he calls the moral faculty.

We might make similar comments upon the remaining
psychological chapters in the first volume, which treat, in an
easy and lucid way, of the passions, the reason, free-will, the
author travelling in them, with no little repetition, over the
old ways that have so often been trodden before, and raising
the ghosts of questions that one might almost have hoped
had been laid for ever. Free-will comes out of the discussion
as a sort of superior entity, unaffected by all the storms of
passion, which intervenes, like a Deus ex machina, in the
mental operations to execute what the moral faculty teaches
to be duty. For Dr. Despine seems to hold that the moral
faculty not only has an unerring sense of right and wrong,
but in any particular case infallibly declares what is right
and what wrong. He makes it a wonderful counsellor, and
free-will a God-like power.

The concluding part of the first volume is occupied with an
instructive description of the functions of the nervous system
in their relation to psychical phenomena, and especially with
the exposition of- the vast range which automatic action
has in the operations of the mind. In reading this we feel
it somewhat difficult to account for views put forth in the
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first part of the volume ; there appears indeed to be such, a
want of unity between the psychological and physiological
chapters in certain important points, as to make them, if not
irreconcilable, at any rate to stand much in need of recon
ciliation. We think that Dr. Despine's opinions respecting

automatism in nerve function rest on sounder observations,
and are a much truer interpretation of nature, than the
exalted notions of free-will and the moral faculty which he
has enunciated.

The second volume is occupied with an account of certain
forms of insanity, and with an elaborate description of the
psychical character of criminals ; the forms of insanity
treated of being those in which criminal acts are the most
apt to be perpetrated, and the discussion of the mental
characters of criminals being mainly devoted to demonstrat
ing the absence of the moral element from their nature. The
a.uthor records, in illustration of this defect, a great many
observations, and gives numerous quotations from newspapers
describing the behaviour of criminals after doing murder,
when put upon their trial, after condemnation, and at the
scene of their execution. To us he appears to have treated
this part of his subject with too great detail, and to have
weakened the force of his exposition by unnecessary repeti
tion. Still his chapters are interesting, and he has brought
together a great deal of instructive material to serve for a
psychological study of the criminal nature. The observations
which he gives certainly indicate the absence of moral sen
sibility and of any genuine feeling of remorse which marks
the criminal neurosis, but they do not furnish such informa
tion as it would have been instructive to have had concerning
the hereditary antecedents of criminals, or tell us how such
morbid varieties are manufactured, as manufactured they
undoubtedly are. How comes it that criminals are bom
without a moral sense? From what disease have their
forefathers suffered ? or of what sin have they or their fore
fathers been guilty that they are instinctively bad ? And if
they do congenitally lack a moral nature, and are therefore
instinctively bad, what becomes of Dr. Despine's assertion in
the beginning of his book that the Creator, having wished or
designed that man should do this or that, has implanted in
him the particular instinct to do it?

The first half of the third volume is devoted to an account
of the causes and varieties of infanticide, suicide, theft, and
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prostitution, many observations of cases being given in illus
tration of the opinions expressed. The author comes to the
conclusion, from his study of these moral anomalies :â€”(1)
That the manifestations of the greatest immorality are due
to anomalous instincts perfectly well characterised ; and, (2)
That the characters of these anomalies are a perversity, which
inspires a desire to do evil, and especially moral insensibilities,
which preclude the reprobation and resistance of this evil
desireâ€”the absence, in fact, of a power which is always
possessed by him who, enlightened by moral sentiments, re
sists his evil desires and feels the duty of repressing them.

It follows, naturally, from, the author's principles, that he

is strongly opposed to the infliction of capital punishment on
any criminal. If a man is destitute of the moral sense, it
plainly is unjust to kill him for not having sentiments which
he could acquire only through the moral sense. Accordingly
a great part of the latter half of this volume is occupied with
an exposition of the arguments against capital punishment.
The right way to combat crime is not by the fear of punish
ment, but by the cultivation of the moral sentiments, and by
the weakening of the perverse instincts. " To ground the
supreme guarantee of public security on the fear of the pain
of death ; to make the civilization and morality of people
depend on this same fear, and retain the development of the
moral facultiesâ€”what a deplorable error !"

It will be objected that morality, which is a tender plant,
requiring for its growth a good soil and careful cultivation,
cannot be made to spring up, like a mushroom, in a single
night, and that it will be a barren labour to endeavour to
raise it on the sterile soil of a criminal nature. Dr. Despine
would have society give much more attention than it has ever
yet done to the preventive treatment of crimeâ€”to the deve
lopment of the moral sentiments of people by means of good
moral education ; to the removal and, as far as possible, sup
pression of the exciting causes of moral perversityâ€”misery,
luxury, drunkenness, the publication of criminal trials, the
low sensational literature of crime, and immoral pieces acted
at the theatre ; and to preventing directly the commission of
crimes by those who may be foreseen with certainty to be
likely to commit them, by sequestrating them in suitable
asylums until they recovered their senses and the free use of
their reason. " The chief aim of police agents should hence
forth be to prevent these two misfortunesâ€”crime and its
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punishment." No one will gainsay the desirability of doing
as much as can be done prudently to prevent crime ; but we
are afraid that Dr. Despine's aspirations for what is theore
tically desirable blind him in some measure to the ills that
attend a too meddlesome interference with individuals on the
part of society or of the state, as well as to the just apprecia
tion of what is and what is not practicable.

Those who had committed crime, and even every person,
who, without having actually committed it, presented certain
indications that he would become criminal, should, Dr.
Despine holds, be separated from society and placed in an
asylum or sort of penitentiary, in order to undergo there
systematic moral treatment. This sequestration should be
enforced so long as there was no real amendment in the cul
pritâ€”so long in fact as he might, if discharged, be a subject
of trouble ; the means taken to bring about a moral ameliora
tion not having the character of a punishment, but of treat
ment. He enters into details with regard to the organization
of such penitentiary asylums, and to the means to be adopted
to awaken and foster the growth of moral sentiments in the
minds of the detained criminals. It is perhaps a duty never
to despair of humanity, and it certainly would be wrong to
speak lightly of the faith which the author has in the
efficacy of moral power to change the most degraded
nature ; but we cannot help feeling that, however clean the
sow may be washed, it will return to its wallowing in the
mire, and that the Ethiopian cannot change his skin, nor the
leopard its spots. It seems to us that Dr. Despine has not
considered deeply enough what is the physical meaning of
that absence of the moral faculty in which he insists so much
â€”that is to say, what is the physical correlative, in the cere
bral organization, of the defect of moral nature. We hold it
to be probable, indeed more than probable, that there is a
corresponding physical defect, not on a priori grounds alone,
but because of the intimate relation of kinship and descent
which recent observations are disclosing between weak-
mindedness, epilepsy, insanity, other nervous diseases, and
crime.

We cannot end this notice of Dr. Despine's work without
recommending it to the attention of our readers, who, if they
do not go with the author to the full length of his conclusions,
as few probably will, may find much in it both instructive
and interesting.

H. M.




